
Our World: Where on Earth are we? | Year 3: Geography | Spring 1

What I should already know

1 The names and locations of the 7 
continents and 5 oceans

2 The names and location of the 4 
countries of the United Kingdom

3 A little about the local area of our 
school

4 An atlas is a book of maps.

5 Maps can be flat or round (globe).

6 How to use the four compass 
directions (north, South, East 
West)

7 The location of the equator

By the end of the unit, I will know:

1 The significance of latitude and 
longitude

2 The location and significance of the 
Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, the 
Artic  and Antarctic Circle

3 The location and significance of the 
Prime/Greenwich meridian and time 
zones (including day and night)

4 How to begin to use maps, atlases, 
globes and digital maps to locate 
features studied

5 How to use the eight points of the 
compass

Key Vocabulary

1 latitude The distance north or south of the 
equator

2 longitude The distance east or west of the 
prime meridian at Greenwich

3 time zone An area which has the same time 
for legal, commercial or social 
reasons

4 compass An instrument that shows the 
direction of magnetic North

5 continent An large solid area of land

6 hemisphere Half of the earth above or below 
the equator (northern or southern)

Compass points


